D. E. Shaw Group Announces It Will Vote Against Merger of
MCI and Verizon

NEW YORK, September 16, 2005—The D. E. Shaw group today announced its intention to vote its
10,135,319 million shares of MCI, Inc. (Nasdaq:MCIP) common stock against the company's proposed
merger with Verizon Communications Inc. (NYSE:VZ) The proposed merger will be the subject of a
special vote at a meeting of MCI stockholders scheduled for October 6, 2005.

D. E. Shaw & Co., L.P. believes that the current transaction undervalues MCI and is inadequate given
the offers MCI has previously received and rejected.

Headquartered in New York, the D. E. Shaw group is a specialized investment and technology
development firm whose activities center on various aspects of the intersection between technology
and finance. With approximately $17 billion in aggregate capital, the D. E. Shaw group is a recognized
leader in the alternative investment management arena and was recently named "Best Alternative
Investment House" by Euromoney magazine.



This press release is provided for the reader’s information only. It does not constitute the provision of
investment advice. In addition, it does not convey an offer of any type and is not intended to be, and
should not be construed as, an offer to sell, or the solicitation of an offer to buy, any securities or other
financial products. Please note the date set forth in the dateline of the press release, as the press release
has not been updated for any information in it that might have changed. Accordingly, any beliefs and/or
opinions provided in this press release constitute the understanding of the entity(ies) or individual(s)
providing such beliefs and/or opinions as of the date of the press release and may not reflect the beliefs
and/or opinions that such entity(ies) or individual(s) would provide today. In addition, no assurances can
be made that any aims, assumptions, expectations, strategies, and/or goals described were or will be
realized or that the activities or any performance described did or will continue at all or in the same
manner as at the time of the press release.

Broker-dealer activities of the D. E. Shaw group are conducted in the United States through D. E. Shaw
Securities, L.L.C. or D. E. Shaw Valence, L.L.C., which are registered as broker-dealers with the United
States Securities and Exchange Commission and are members of the National Association of Securities
Dealers, Inc. D. E. Shaw & Co., L.P.; D. E. Shaw & Co., L.L.C.; D. E. Shaw Investment Management, L.L.C.;
and Laminar Direct Capital GP, Inc. are registered as investment advisers with the United States
Securities and Exchange Commission and conduct investment advisory activities.



